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Medusa Volunteer Fire Company Celebrated 75 Years 
 In Medusa a little after 2:00 pm on May 25, 1932 a fire 
started in the rear of a small garage owned by B. E. Snyder. The 
fire possibly came from a spark from a cigar or cigarette. This fire 
erupted into a devastating blaze that burnt eleven buildings and 
damaged most of the village. The citizens quickly had a bucket 
brigade going and were able to save one house before the fire got 
out of control. Medusa did not have a fire company. The village 
only had two fires in the past, one about 145 years earlier and 
and a second when an apple evaporator caught fire down near 
the present day playground. As the1932 fire spread it seemed to 
create its own wind that made the fire jump from building to 
building. The citizens watched in horror as flames engulfed the 
spiral of the 70 year old Methodist Episcopal Church whose belfry 
housed the hamlet’s fire alarm. Seven neighboring fire company’s 
alarms went off that day and about fifteen fire companies in all  
from Albany, Greene and Schoharie counties worked to save the 
village throughout the afternoon and evening. The general store, 

feed store, garages, barns plus seven homes were lost that day. 
Most of the remaining structures on the east side of the bridge suffered some damage including the hotel. 
The maple trees that lined the street didn’t survive. Not long after that terrible day the community started the 
rebuilding process. 
 Fourteen years later, this fire was still on the residents’ minds as the men of Medusa met on March 6, 1946 
to discuss the possibilities of establishing a fire company in Medusa. Forty-one men elected Porter Wright as 
the chair of the meeting while three men from the Greenville Fire Company were there to share their 
knowledge of how to organize. At the meeting temporary officers and a by-laws committee were chosen. On 
March 11 a second meeting was held to elect officers, adopt the by-laws and set $1.00 as dues. The 
following men were voted in as officers: 
 President Porter Wright 2nd. Asst. Fire Chief Delos Smith 
 Vice President David Gifford Sergeant-at-Arms Sumner Bates 
 Secretary Walter Joy Asst. Sergeant-at-Arms Dean Davis 
 Treasurer Ernest Bell Trustee 3 yr Stanley Jaycox 
 Fire Chief John Clickman Trustee 2 yr Howard Gifford 
 Asst. Fire Chief Lewis Young Trustee 1 yr Robert Baitsholt 
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Medusa Volunteer Fire Company Continued from page 1 

 The motions were passed to raise funds and to form a committee to investigate the purchase of necessary 
equipment. Fifteen days later the members voted to incorporate and to obtain Army surplus equipment. 
Ernest Cross donated a pig for their first raffle. By selling 40 chances at 50 cents each they netted $103.00. 
At the June 10th meeting President Wright announced a fire truck from the government would be delivered 
on the 18th. The building committee reported they found a suitable firehouse building lot for $135 from Mr. 
Merritt. By fall the men and women of Medusa put on the first but not last turkey dinner. From New York 
City they were able to purchase a two-horse power fire siren. After purchasing the old school house it was 
moved to the new fire company land. The work began to transform it into a 
firehouse. Fundraising and membership grew during the next few years. 
There were 4th of July celebrations, street dances in August and pancake 
dinners.  
 April 9, 1950 the Ladies of Medusa decided to organize an auxiliary, The 
Medusa Volunteer Fire Auxiliary was formed and its purpose was to aid and 
assist the firemen and the community. The first officers were: Mary 
Thompson - President, Eveleen Olson - Vice President, Britta Hahne - 
Treasurer and Helen Nordlund - Secretary. Also in 1950 a siren button was 
installed in Bell’s store. As the fire company expanded they realized there 
was a need for fire police and members stepped up to fill this role. In 1954 
The Medusa Volunteer Fire Company joined the Hudson Valley Firemen’s 
Association. The members promoted fire prevention by selling 78 fire 
extinguishers. In 1958 a fire truck with a tank arrived with 175 feet of hose 
and a Santa Rosa nozzle.The first of many chicken barbecues was held the following year, The fire company 
used the church hall and borrowed tables, chairs, tents, plates and silverware from the Rensselaerville Fire 
Company. During the next few years they continued fundraising and building an addition to the firehouse. 
Tables were built and chairs were purchased.  
 1970 brought a new fundraiser to the fire company, BINGO. In 1979 the Medusa joined the other town 
fire companies as each house in the township received a fire number. Charlotte Berkner became the first 
female firefighter that year. In 1983 a Junior Fire Program started for ages 12-16 years. The first parade the 
membership marched in was to celebrate the Rensselaerville Bicentennial in 1987. What excitement with 
the arrival of their first new fire truck in 1989. The Auxiliary dissolved in 1992 and members joined the Fire 
Company. The last BINGO game ended the following year. Medusa Fire Company celebrated their fiftieth  
anniversary in 1996 as they celebrated all the years of hard work. 
 For the next 25 years the Medusa Fire Company continued to thrive. They are a hard working company 
improving their building, updating equipment as well as their fire fighting skills. The popular breakfasts are held 
on the third Saturday of the month. Medusa Fest draws visitors from local communities each spring. Don’t 
forget the turkey dinners and chicken barbecues that feed a hungry crowd. A wonderful celebration on August 
25, 2021 brought Medusa and surrounding communities together to celebrate the 75 years of the men and 
women of Medusa keeping their neighbors safe from fire. They lived up to their motto “ Rough & Ready”. 
            Article written by Rose Kuhar using information from the  RHS Archives - including reports written  by MaryAnn 
Overbaugh, Porter Wright, Linsey Barkman.  

Photo by Rose Kuhar
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Around the Apple Tree 
By Susan M. Story  

 I have always loved apple trees. They are beautiful 
and interesting any time of the year. Over my thirty plus   
years living in Rensselaerville, I have watched my 
favorite apple tree gracefully change through the seasons 
and years. I have painted it many times. Trees are living 
beings and I frequently compare them to people, 
dancers in motion and understand their similarities to 
human beings.There has been a documented increase in 
the area of orchards. This has had a positive impact on 
the NY upstate economy. 
 My work has been influenced by my father, Stanley 
Maltzman, artist, author and educator. He passed on his 
love for trees and stressed the importance of 
observation. I grew up with hands-on experience looking 
over my dad’s shoulder and going everywhere with him 
to study nature and art. Our trip to the Guggenheim 
Museum, in NYC, made a lasting impression on me. It 
was there I first saw the work of Degas, Monet and 
Redon. I will never forget that day. 
 When I started out as a painter I worked very small 
but over the years have grown and worked larger. I 

decided I wanted to try painting a life size tree, my favorite apple tree, at the Jonathan Jenkins Homestead. 
 I applied for a grant for my project “Around The Apple Tree” and fortunately received an “Individual 
Artists Commission Grant,” by the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the support of the Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State legislature 
and administration by the Arts Center Of the Capital Region.That was just the beginning! 
 My plan was to paint my life size apple tree showing its journey through the seasons. I wanted to display 
the tree at the Fall Festival at Conkling Hall in October. Along with my tree, I intended to supply a slightly 
smaller tree outlined for the community to paint. The smaller tree would be donated for signage to a new 
local business, Volunteer Orchards. 
 The next step was to request material donations to help support the project. Acceptance of the grant was 
on condition of a matching 50% of the expenses from other sources. I experienced a slight hiccup in my 
plans called COVID. Many companies had closed down or temporarily shut their doors. They were impacted 
by the virus and couldn’t make a donation. 
 Friends and family came to my rescue and donated supplies as well as a few local suppliers. GNH in 
Greenville was very generous supplying the paint for my tree as well as for the community tree and Home 
Depot supplied the wood! 
 While I was working on the tree I was asked to give a webinar concerning my art work and grant project 
for the Salmagundi Club in NYC. It was quite an honor! You can watch it here. https://youtu.be/dfqsLP2NjPU 
 The project took a year longer than I expected but it all came together this past October during Conkling 
Hall’s Annual Fall Festival. Conkling Hall generously supplied the perfect venue. My 12’ apple tree, just fit on 
the stage perfectly famed in red velvet drapes and gilded trim molding. There she stood highlighted with spot 

Continued on page 4
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lights, we gathered “Around The Apple Tree”, toasted and enjoyed treats made with apples! The apples were 
donated by Tim Lippert and Scott Green of Crosby Farm. Along with my tree I displayed the many sketches 
and studies I made in preparation and planning along with the video of my Salmagundi webinar that was 
played on their TV. 
 As planned, I supplied a 6’ tree for the community to paint outside on Conkling Hall's lawn. It was 
accompanied with great food prepared locally and music played by local musicians. Rensselaerville is 
fortunate to have many talented residents that share their gifts with their community. It was a great Fall 
Festival! 
 For now my tree rests in pieces waiting for the next adventure (event). I have achieved my goal to bring 
awareness and paint a life size tree. Not only had I worked larger than ever before but I also used many 
different media and painted on wood which were new experiences for me. This winter I will be working on 
making proposals to museums and galleries that might be 
appropriate venues. The first requirement is to find a 12’ 
ceiling. I also hope to create a book with my sketches and 
final painting. Stay tuned! 
 Bio: Landscape painter Susan M. Story works in an 
upstate New York studio surrounded by the environment 
that inspired the Hudson Valley School. “I am drawn to the 
landscape, and intrigued by complex interweaving of lines, 
textures, and shapes: the chaos, as well as the order of 
nature.” 
 Coming from a family of artists, she left behind a career 
in fashion to pursue her passion for landscape painting. 
Story graduated from the Parsons School of Design where 
the intense and focused curriculum of color, design, shape, 
textures, balance, and a foundation of drawing prepared her 
for the discipline required for a successful fine art studio 
practice. 
 A Signature-Master Pastelist member of the Pastel 
Society of America, Story serves on the society’s Board of 
Governors. Story has received Master Circle status from the 
International Association Of Pastel Societies and is a juried 
member of New York City’s Salmagundi Club, as well as the 
Academic Artists Association, Audubon Artists, Hudson 
River Valley Art Association, and Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club. 
 Story was featured in the May/June 2020 magazine issue of Pratique des Arts magazine and was 
featured in the 2019 book Pure Pastel, edited by Anne Hevener as one of 100 of today's most recognizable 
names in pastel. She was featured by Pastel Journal in October 2015. The recent honors she has received 
include two Gold Medals of Honor from Audubon Artists, the International Association Of Pastel Societies 
Award For Excellence and the Anna Hyatt Huntington Bronze Medal for Pastel from the Catharine Lorillard 
Wolfe Art Club. Her awards from the Pastel Society of America include the Herman Margulies Award for 
Excellence, donated by Dianne B. Bernhard and the Richard McKinley Mentorship Award in memory of 
Margaret Stahl-Moyer. 
 You can view Story’s work on her website here: https://www.susanmstory.com.

Apple Tree Continued from page 3

https://www.susanmstory.com


5 The Rensselaerville Press Winter 2021-2022

"Ricey" William F. Rice Jr. 
 Matt Mulholland, Rensselaerville Historical Society president, Susanne Rice Loetterle and William S. Rice 
recently restored the William F. Rice Jr. memorial marker at the Rensselaerville bridge. The bridge was 
originally dedicated to Susanne and William’s father’s memory in May, 1993. 

 Widely known as “Ricey,” William F. Rice Jr. was a former Albany County Sheriff, an Albany County 
Legislator and was appointed first Albany County Public Works Commissioner. He won praise for 
transforming the sheriff’s department into a functioning police unit and for many innovations in the county 

jail system. He was an exceptional public servant, well loved and respected 
beyond political boundaries. (From various Times Union articles.) 
 His great grandfather, daguerreotypist John Loring Rice, traveled from 
Boston to Rensselaerville in 1850, then a bustling place of activity and 
wealth. JL Rice spotted Sarah Young coming out of a millinery shop 
wearing a beautiful hat and the rest is history. There have been a few Rices’ 
living in the hamlet since the daguerreotypist’s arrival, serving as general 
store keepers, keepers of records, professionals, community servants and 
volunteers. 
 William F. Rice Jr. was born at home in a second story bedroom at John 
L. Rice & Son General Store on May 18, 1915. He was a lifelong resident 

of Rensselaerville who spent his life 
helping others and was a devoted family man. He was a true gentleman 
who never uttered an ill word about anyone. As a teen, he was also known 
to slip his shotgun out the back window of the general store, later retrieving 
it to go hunting rather than spending the day at the Rensselaerville 
Academy. He enjoyed hunting and fishing, making annual trips to Lake 
Kipawa, Canada. He was a star pitcher on the Rensselaerville Lincolns and 
turned down an offer to play for Pittsburg. He hiked 18 miles on 
snowshoes, over snowdrifts, to carry the mail through after two days of no 
service from Rensselaerville to Clarksville. (Feb., 1940) The only time he 
was observed to be truly angry was when two of his young grandsons took 
some of his lawnmower gasoline into the woods to start a campfire. When 
the fire was discovered by one of their mothers, it was quickly extinguished. 
 His beloved wife of 42 years, Henrietta Melvina (Whipple) Rice, also 
known as “Hank,” got her first teaching job at District #2 near the corner 
of Pond Hill and Wood Rd. She rented a room at John L Rice & Son General Store. Hank and Ricey 
enjoyed boating, hiking and skiing; they were married on April 4, 1942. 
 He was a World War II army veteran and served in England as a medic. He was a member of American 
Legion Clark-White Post, Oak Hill Masonic Lodge, Rensselaerville Volunteer Fire Department, NYS Sheriffs’ 
Association and Trinity Episcopal Church. In his retirement, Ricey continued helping others and being a 
good ear for solving problems of all kinds. He enjoyed gardening, raising a bounty of vegetables and fruits to 
share with family and friends. He and Hank enjoyed spending the colder months in Bellevue, Florida, 
returning in the spring to their Pond Hill Road home built in 1954. 
 Ricey loved Hank so deeply and never wanted to be without her, nor she without him. They died 
together in a head-on car crash, December 27, 1983. 

By Jeannette Patton Rice

Photo of William F. Rice Jr. ~1972

Photo by Jeannette Rice
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 Foreground Conservation - Art Restoration Company located in 
Chatham, New York worked on two 1800s portraits of John Huyck 
who was born January 26, 1800 and his wife Isabella Conkling 
Huyck who was born July 9, 1809. When John Lippert, conservator, 
took the paintings off their wooden inner frames he discovered the 
artist’s signature. The portraits were done by A. W. Twichell from 
Albany. It is difficult to read the dates when the portraits were 
painted, but we know John Huyck died in 1872 and Isabella in 1874 
so we believed the portraits were done just before John's death.

Portraits  
Restored

More Historical Markers Moved 
 The last two Rensselaerville Historical Markers have been placed on new poles. The Medusa fire 
marker was moved from its original location near the CR 351 side of the bridge. The sign was in 

deplorable shape and had to be thoroughly restored before it 
was mounted on a new galvanized pipe. The historical marker 
is now located next to the Medusa fire house sign. Check it out!  
 The Historical Marker located in the Memorial Park in 
Medusa was originally mounted on a too slim pole which 
created the sign to tilt. The marker has been reset on the proper 
size galvanized pole. The total restoration project to repair and 
paint all the historical markers that the Historical Society had 
placed throughout the town cost the Society approximately 
$850 for welding, casting, new pipes, paint and concrete.

Art Show Updates 
 This year's Art Show opens on Friday July 22, and will again be open on Saturdays and 
Sundays July 23, 24, 30, 31 and Wednesday July 27. Again this year there is a fee of $10 when 
you sign up in the spring; youths will be exempt from this fee. New this year there will be a 
minimum 10% commission to the Rensselaerville Historical Society for any artwork that is sold. 

The society is working on making it easier to sign up for the art show online this year. More information will 
follow on the show. Please email us at rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmiail.com to have your name placed on 
our artist list for 2022.

Before & After

mailto:rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmiail.com


Fashionable Frocks 
Some Fashionable Folks of Rensselaerville 

“Fashionable Frocks of the 1920s” Exhibit at the Albany Institute of History and Art 
By Laura Stephenson Carter 

 Did you know there’s a Rensselaerville connection to the “Fashionable Frocks of the 1920s” exhibit at the 
Albany Institute of History and Art? The more than 25 rarely-seen dresses—on display from August 28, 2021 
through January 2, 2022—include four beautiful garments donated in 1979 by Rensselaerville resident 
Katharine Huyck Elmore (1903–1996): the dress she wore at the 1925 New Year’s Eve party when her 
engagement to Lee Elmore (1904–1986) was formally announced; a velvet jacket belonging to her mother 
Laura Talmage Huyck; a dress owned by Helen Talmage, whose husband Rockwell (aka Rocky) was Laura’s 
half-brother; and a cape worn by Broadway actress Elsie Ferguson when she appeared on stage in a play 
directed by Lee Elmore. 

Goldenrod Chiffon Engagement Dress  
(Silk chiffon embroidered with chenille yarn and glass beads) 

Worn by Katharine Huyck at her engagement-announcement party 
 Katharine Huyck wore this dress on December 31, 1925, when her 
engagement to Probien Lee Elmore—she called him P.L., but others knew him 
as Lee—was publicly announced at a New Year’s Eve party at her 
parents’ (Laura Talmage Huyck and Francis “Frank” Conkling Huyck) home at 
325 State Street in Albany. 
 Katharine and P.L., who was from North Carolina, met in August 1924, at an 
adult summer camp in Woodstock, New York. In one of her letters to her 
mother, Katharine mentioned “P.L. … a delightful Southern boy who is an 
actor.” Their romance quickly blossomed and after they returned home, they 
wrote long letters to each other every day and sometimes twice a day. They 
visited each other as often as they could—Katharine would travel to North 
Carolina, they sometimes met in New York, and, of course, Lee would come to 
Rensselaerville once in a while. When he was visiting Rensselaerville in the 
summer of 1925, he proposed to Katharine on her 22nd birthday—September 
1, 1925. 
 They continued their letter writing all year until they finally married on 
September 4, 1926, in the Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church. Their reception 
was at Stonecrop (now part of the Carey Institute for Global Good), where 
Katharine and her parents had spent every summer from the time she was a 
baby. After the reception, they stole away to Uncle Ted Huyck’s (Edmund Niles 
Huyck) Lincoln Pond Cottage (now part of the Huyck Preserve), where the fog 
was so thick that even the neighbors at Bullfrog Camp never suspected that the 
newlyweds were next door. 
 The Elmores’ first home together was in North Carolina, where Lee was 
teaching at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and directing The 
Carolina Playmakers. After a few years, the couple moved to New York City. 
Lee worked as a director and stage manager on Broadway and traveled with touring companies. Later, he 
became a buyer for men’s clothing at Lord & Taylor. 
 Rensselaerville remained a constant in their lives. Katharine spent summers there with the children—James 
(1928–1993) and Ann (1931–1985)—next door to Stonecrop in the house now owned by the Rooney 
family. Lee would come up to Rensselaerville from the city on weekends. They loved riding horses through 

Continued on Page 8
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the countryside, swimming in Lake Myosotis, and entertaining in their summer home. After Laura Talmage 
Huyck died in 1958, the Elmores moved into Stonecrop. 
 In 1931, Katharine joined the founding board of directors of the Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve, 
served as president and chairman, and remained on the board for the rest of her life. She helped to 
ensure that the Preserve achieved its mission “to preserve the natural beauty of the Rensselaerville Falls, 
the watershed of Lake Myosotis and surrounding lands, to conduct long-term research on natural 
systems...and to increase appreciation of this effort through innovative, field-based education 
programs…” 
 In 1963, Katharine and Lee and their friends Winifred and Everett Clinchy (cofounder of the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews and a world leader in efforts to promote world peace) 
established the Institute on Man and Science in Rensselaerville. Their intention was to create a think 
tank, similar to the Country Forums on Human Relations that Laura Talmage Huyck had convened in 
the 1920s in the village. Notable figures came to Rensselaerville during the Institute’s early years, 
including United Nations Secretary General U Thant, ambassadors to the United Nations, as well as 
experts on space, science, history, philosophy, medicine, and social issues. The 100-acre Huyck estates, 
including Stonecrop and Huyck House (the former home of Edmund Niles Huyck), became the campus 
for the new organization. In the early years, before the Guggenheim Pavilion was built, lectures were 
held in Conkling Hall in the village. Gradually the Institute changed its mission—from talking about 
problems to tackling them—renamed itself the Rensselaerville Institute, moved to another location in 
2012, and sold the campus to international businessman William Polk Carey, who had a home in 
Rensselaerville and was a generous supporter of its many organizations. The Carey Institute for Global 

Good was founded to “to bring together innovative and 
dynamic people from around the world to seek creative 
solutions to the most pressing challenges of the day.” 
Black Velvet Evening Jacket 
(Silk velvet with jeweled clasp; designed by 
legendary fashion designer Mariano Fortuny 
(1871–1948), a Spanish-born artist who worked 
in Venice. He used a distinct method of painting 
and stenciling on velvet.) 
Worn by Laura Talmage Huyck 
 In August 1923, Laura Talmage Huyck (1875–1958), 
who lived in Albany and summered in Rensselaerville, 
established the Country Forums on Human Relations at 
Stonecrop (now part of the Carey Institute for Global 
Good). The first forum was a three-day conference 
en t i t l ed “To Promote a Be t t e r In te r na t iona l 
Understanding” in which participants discussed ways of 
working out the problems which so often lead to war. 
She continued the program through the winter at her 
home in Albany and in Rensselaerville during the 
summers, inviting students from many countries to 
participate. In 1963, when her daughter and son-in-law 
co-founded the Institute on Man and Science, one of 
their goals was to resurrect the Country Forums. 
  

Fashionable Frocks Continued from page 7 
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Pastel Green Dress With Silver Beads 
(Silk and glass beads) 
Worn by Helen Oswald Hoggarth Talmadge 
 “Heavily beaded sleeveless dresses like this one were the rage in the 
mid-1920s. Helen Oswald Hoggarth Talmage…would have glittered 
with every step while wearing this dress to a chic supper club or 
dance,” reads exhibit label. Helen (1883–1952) and her husband 
Rockwell “Rocky” Talmage (1883–1955)—who was Laura Talmage 
Huyck’s younger half brother—were frequent visitors to the Huyck 
home in Rensselaerville. 

Aqua Evening Coat 
(Silk and metallic brocade, 

silk velvet, beaded gold  
lace trim) 

Worn by Actress  
Elsie Ferguson  

 Film and stage actress Elsie 
Ferguson (1883–1961) wore 
this cape in Scarlet Pages, 
which was on Broadway in the 
fal l of 1929. Lee Elmore 
directed the play and he and 
Kathar ine became E ls ie ’ s 
f r i ends . When K a tha r i ne 
donated the cape to the Albany 
Institute, she said it had been 
purchased for Elsie in France. 
It’s unknown whether Elsie 
ever visited Rensselaerville, but 
she most likely would have 
enjoyed the village and the 
Elmores’ hospitality. 
 Laura Stephenson Carter is a 
great granddaughter of Laura 

Talmage Huyck (1875–1958) and Francis Conkling Huyck Jr. 
(1874–1938); granddaughter of Katharine Huyck Elmore (1903–
1996) and Lee Elmore (1904–1986); and the daughter of Ann 
Elmore Stephenson (1931–1985) and Kennard F. Stephenson Jr. 
(1926–2012). Laura and her husband Geoff were married on 
the Elmores’ 50th wedding anniversary (September 4, 1976) at 
Stonecrop and celebrated their anniversaries together there for the next ten years. Laura has thousands 
of letters that her grandparents, great grandparents, and other relatives wrote one another from the early 
1900s through the 1990s.
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 In her letter, dated September 3, 1925, 
Katharine expresses happiness at being engaged 
to her beloved P.L. Excerpt: “My dearest P.L., It is 
all so wonderful. Life, and the future is so very 
splendid with you. P.L. dearest, I don’t deserve so 
much love.” 
 In his letter, written on September 3, 1925, P.L. 
proclaims his delight at their engagement. 
Excerpt: “My Dearest Katharine, Gee, but how I 
miss you!....Can you imagine we have been 
engaged for three days? Isn’t it wonderful? Surely, 
life is worth living.”

Fashionable Frocks Continued from page 9 

Find a Grave 
 The Historical Society has a volunteer who is putting abandon cemeteries on 
Find a Grave. If you have a cemetery or a grave stone on your property the RHS 
is interested in photographing the stone(s). We will have our volunteer contact 
you in the spring. Email RHS at: rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com. 
 “Find a Grave is a website that allows the public to search and add to an 
online database of cemetery records. It is owned by Ancestry.com. It receives 
and uploads digital photographs of headstones from burial sites, taken by 
unpaid volunteers at cemeteries. Find a Grave then posts the photo on its 
website” Definition of Find A Grave by Wikipedia.

Photo by Dennis Murphy



• Grist Mill tours resumed in July through Labor Day on Sundays. 
• Replacement of the dedication marker in memory of William F. Rice Jr. at the site of the bridge over 

Ten Mile Creek in Rensselaerville. 
• The Research Room at the mill has been renamed “The Laundry” after the original use of the room. 
• Ceiling in the mill bathroom has been repaired. 
• The lock was changed on the Mill door. 
• Just back from the press a new Tri fold brochure titled Early History of Rensselaerville, going on sale 

f o r $ 3 . 0 0 p l u s p o s t a g e i f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o o r d e r o n e c o n t a c t u s a t 
rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com. 

• The Annual Meeting was held in September followed by a potluck dinner at Conkling Hall in 
Rensselaerville. Charles Burgess was the guest speaker who gave an informative talk about he Native 
Americans in the Hilltowns, the Mohawks and Mohicans. 

• Thanks to Diane Santus for her Jenkins family history donation. 
• Thanks to Donna Kropp for the donation of the ledgers from the Bells Hotel. 
• A stone foundation has been built at the site of the Rensselaerville Academy thanks to the talents of 

Daniel Ryan. It will be the location of the Academy Bell in the spring. 
• Porter Wright’s booklet The Brief History of the Town of Rensselaerville printed in 1987 has been 

reprinted and is available for purchase at $6 plus postage. 
• Justine Criswell has joined us as our archivist. Her expertise is a great addition to the organization. 
• The Art Show 2021 was a great success. A steady flow of visitors visited the show viewing over 80 

pieces of work by 34 artists. Many artists had their work for sale this year. 
• Karen Haseley has taken on the job of updating and improving our website. 
• Paul Ventura is our support for Mail Chimp and sending out notices of and the newsletter through the 

internet. 
• The sales of books and other items had increased this summer thanks to Sue Shufelt’s reorganization 

of our items. Sue also put together two display cases, one showcased the Rensselaerville Boy Scouts 
and the second display was called What Am I? Could you identify items in the display case? 

• Sue and Sonny Shufelt are tackling our second story items starting with boxes of portraits and 
paintings..
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•A new team of volunteers have joined Rose Kuhar and Joyce Chase. 
We welcomed Linda Mormile, Paul Ventura, Sue and Sonny Shufelt, 
Karen Haseley, Nancy Rypkema, Justine Criswell. 
•The RHS wrote a proposal to present at the Middle Atlantic Region 
Archival Conference in Virginia. Exciting news! Justine and Rosie are 
going in March to give a presentation on the Village of Rensselaerville 
at the conference. 
•A large uptick of research requests came in all winter and continues 
this Fall. We have answered over 40 requests. 

2020-2021 
in Review 
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Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Street or PO Box:____________________________________________ 

Town, State, Zip:____________________________________________ 
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Photographers Needed 
 The Historical Society would like to have pictures taken of all the houses/
buildings in the hamlets of Cooksburgh, Medusa, Potters Hollow and Preston 
Hollow. The RHS would like to document all buildings and who their current 
owner is so eventually we can do a history on the buildings in each village. Rose 
Kuhar started in 2012 to research the buildings in the hamlet of Rensselaerville 
and it is time consuming endeavor. 

War of 1812 Addition 
 Thomas Tibits – He was mentioned as a soldier from Rensselaerville who was in the War of 1812 – 
Notice in the Albany Freeholder, Wednesday, April 16, 1845. Albany Freeholder was published 1845-1854 
in Albany and was known as an Anti-rent paper. 

Membership Form


