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A Journey of Many Generations 
   It’s a pretty good bet that my English Rider ancestors and my Scottish Borthwick ancestors were at one 
time mortal enemies. Any time the English invaded Scotland the path they marched would have taken 
them through the Borthwick lands in Scotland. I doubt the Scots welcomed them with open arms. More 
likely it was with swords, pikes and pickaxes. Watch the movie Braveheart, you’ll get the idea. 
   Back in the 1200s surnames didn’t really exist. Surnames eventually came into being from a number of 
sources. Some were occupational like Baker and Smith. This is the case with my Rider ancestors, the 
king’s mounted riders. The king’s mounted riders were his knights who kept order in his lands and 
invaded the lands of his enemies when the king waged war. Other surnames were regional in origin like 
my Borthwick ancestors, originally de Borthwick or “of Borthwick”, the region of the Borthwick Waters in 
the Midlothian area in Scotland. 
 The Borthwicks, incidentally, were very close neighbors and intermarried with the Sinclairs of Scotland. 

Sir William Sinclair was a grand master of the Knights Templar in Scotland. The Templars were a Roman Catholic 
military order founded in 1119. The Knights Templar were the elite fighting force of their day: highly trained, well 
equipped and highly motivated. The Borthwicks were no doubt knights but Templars as well, but that’s a story for 
another day. Suffice to say we are dealing with Scottish knights. 
 Now fast forward from medieval times to the lure of the age of exploration and then the settlement of the new 
world. Welcome to America! I’m not sure when the Riders first arrived in the new world. I do know that by 1710 they 
were in the New Port or Tiverton, Rhode Island area. I don’t know if they were in the Massachusetts Bay Colony prior 
to that but that is probable and makes sense. Can you imagine the courage it took to leave your home and your 
homeland, sail roughly 3,200 miles across the largely uncharted Atlantic Ocean—a voyage that could take as long as 
five months—to a relatively unsettled land? I certainly can’t imagine it. 
 Anyway, I know John Rider, my great grandfather (x6) and wife, Sarah (Newby) Rider, were in Rhode Island by 
1710 because my great grandfather (x5), also named John, was born there that year. I know there was some tie to 
Massachusetts because the second John married Freelove Hill in Bristol or Swansea, Massachusetts in 1736. 
 The Borthwicks were still in Scotland at this point. Alexander Borthwick was the father of my immigrant ancestor 
James Borthwick. My great grandfather (x4) was born in 1738, married in 1763 then came to America in 1773 with 
his wife, Margaret Bryes, plus their three children. They didn’t arrive in the Albany area until sometime after 1773. 
James and his family settled in Rensselaerville by 1796. On January 28, 1796 James leased Great Lot 263 from 
Stephen Van Rensselaer. The present day Littner Road runs through Great Lot 263 not too far from Crystal Lake. 
James was a tailor and farmer. He also promptly became embroiled in the American Revolution. He died in 1821. All 
descendants from James can claim Daughters of the American Revolution or Sons of the American Revolution status. I 
found his gravesite in the Borthwick Cemetery located behind a farm house on Bell Hill Road in the Town of Broome, 
Schoharie County. Stop by and pay your respects. 
 It took a while for the Riders to reach Rensselaerville. Samuel Rider, my great grandfather (x4), left the Tiverton/
Providence, Rhode Island area for the Pawling/Washington area in Dutchess County, New York. I believe he eventually 
made it to Rensselaerville because some accounts say my great grandfather (x3), Joel Rider, was born there in 1778. 
 Samuel Rider shared lot 15 of the Great Lot with Elisha Gifford. They signed a lease from Stephen Van Rensselaer 
on February 15, 1799. Lot 15 is located just southeast of Medusa on County Route 403 near the Greene County line. 
Both Samuel Rider (lot 15) and James Borthwick (Great Lot 263) can be seen on the Rensselaerville Cockburn Survey 
of 1787. Finally, the two families were in the same neck of the woods but it would take a few more generations to 
cement the Union. Joel Rider married Rebecca Sherman and I know he still owned his father’s property until 1844. 

Continued on Page 2
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A Journey of Many Generations Continued from Page 1

Joel Rider’s son John, then came my great grandfather 
(x2), was born in Durham, Greene County in 1827 and 
the journey almost ended there. Enlisting in the New 
York 7th Heavy Artillery during the War Between the 
States, he was wounded and captured in Petersburg, 
Virginia. He was taken to Lynchburg where he died a 
prisoner of war on July 16, 1864. I found his gravesite in 
the Poplar Grove National Cemetery in Petersburg.  
Fortunately for me he had four sons with his wife, 
Harriet Steadman, all of whom he left behind in New 
York. His second son, Rufus Rider, my great grandfather, 
was born in Medusa in 1854 and grew up to become a 
stone mason. Porter Wright told me some stories about 
him. Apparently he liked his jugs and that sometimes 
affected the lineup of his masonry work. Anyway, among 
the children of Rufus, we find Fred Rider, my 
grandfather, also born in Medusa. 
  Meanwhile on the Borthwick side, after James we have 

my great grandfather (x3) William, born 1796 and died in 
1876. He married twice: Tabitha Briggs and Rachel 
Snyder. Then my came great grandfather (x2) Asa 
Borthwick followed by my great grandfather Lester 
Borthwick born December 24, 1844 and who married 
Melissa Southard in 1868. He died August 21, 1924 and 
is buried in the Rensselaerville Cemetery. Finally, my 
grandmother Mildred Borthwick was born 1885 in 
Rensselaerville and was at least one of nine children. 
Mildred Borthwick and Fred Rider were married July 5, 
1903 in Franklinton, New York. The Riders and 
Borthwicks were finally united. They lived in Medusa, 
where Fred was a blacksmith, until 1919 when he traded 
his home for Benjamin Snyder’s farm. Mildred and Fred 
had nine children and one of them was my father, Fred 
Jr., born in 1922. My dad married Lois Stalker and that 
comes down to me, born in 1947. The journey of the 
many generations was complete and the rest, as they say,                

 is history. And so we come to the end of our story. 
Thomas Rider

Rufous Rider

Fred Rider with his bride Mildred Borthwick



Two Suicides 
The RHS files contain two undated newspaper articles about suicides. 

Old Woman Determined to End Life 
 After an attempt to commit suicide by hanging and again by cutting her throat and wrist with a 
razor, Mrs. Philip Kline, 78 years old, who lived with her aged husband at Rensselaerville, took Paris 

Green yesterday morning and died about noon without medical attendance. 
 The Klines lived in Rensselaerville for the past ten years, having come there after Mr. Kline retired from the service 
of the New York Railroad. Of late he has been feeble and absent-minded. Yesterday, when his nephew, George Dean, 
went to the home with milk, the old man calmly informed him his wife was dead. He said she made an attempt to 
hang herself on Monday night, but he stopped her, and that later she cut herself slightly with the razor across the throat 
and on the wrists. Then he found her dying with a box of Paris Green nearby. (Paris Green is a highly emerald-green 
crystalline powder that has been used as a rat killer and insecticide, and also as a pigment in paint). 
Dean summoned Dr. Muller, who found death due to poisoning. Coroner Van Guysling was notified and left for the 
scene this morning with Dr. Traver and Clerk Hastings. 
 That Mrs. Kline’s successful attempt was premeditated was shown upon investigation, when it was found that she 
had laid out her burial clothes. The only reason known for the suicide is that Mrs. Kline must have lost her mind and 
the fact that she was successful is attributed to the fact that her husband being old and feeble-minded did not realize 
fully what she was doing. 
Note: After a little research a notice of this death was found in the Cohoes Republican newspaper, March 12, 1908. From the 
article Mrs. Kline’s death would be between March 9-11, 1908. Mrs. Kline’s name might have been Catherine or Saloma, since 
records show a Philip Kline had a wife by both names and it isn’t clear if there were two Philip Klines or if Philip Kline married 
twice. Transcripts for Philip Kline 1831 and Saloma Snyder 1830-1908 were found in the Rensselaerville Cemetery records. It 
seems sad we can’t identify Mrs. Kline for sure. In 2020 we can’t imagine that in the early 1900s females did not have their own 
identity just that they were wife. Wonder what these women would think of the # Me Too Movement. 

William F. Smith of Rensselaerville Ended Life 
Tired of Waiting for Death, Wrote Aged Cobbler, Grandfather of Supervisor W.S. Rice 

 Leaving a note in which he had written that he was tired of waiting for death, William F. Smith, 84, who more than 50 
years was engaged in the cobbler business in Rensselaerville, committed suicide by cutting his throat with a razor. He died 
shortly after 6 o’clock this morning. 
 Mr. Smith was the grandfather of W.S. Rice, supervisor of Rensselaerville who notified Coroner Hasting of the tragedy. 
 Despite his advanced age Mr. Smith had been in good health this winter and had been conducting business which he 
founded in the same building more than a half century ago. Yesterday noon when he did not return home for dinner his 

aged wife thought he had been taken ill. She asked Supervisor Rice to go to the shop and see if 
he could find his aged grandfather. 
 Arriving at the shop Supervisor Rice found the door locked. After the door was forced, 
the aged cobbler was found lying on the floor of his small shop with his throat cut from ear to 
ear. Nearby laid a razor which he had used. A note was found on his bench. Dr. Schiltz was 
called and he removed him to his house where he expired the next morning. 
 News of the aged cobbler’s death came as a shock to many friends in that part of the 
county. Besides his wife he left two daughters, including Carrie, the mother of Supervisor Rice. 

Former location of W.F. Smith  

Cobbler Shop 
Photo by Rose Kuhar

Note: Elizabeth McGowan Smith (also found McGowran) 11/26/1803 – 1/27/1888 immigrated to the 
United States as a widow of John Smith with her sons William F. and Thomas G. William Francis 
Smith was born April 11, 1834 and died February 17, 1919. He married Dorothy Klein and they had 
three children Caroline (Carrie) 1858-1931, Fannie Anna 1860-1933 and Francis 1864-1876. Caroline

married Frank Rice and Fannie married George Bryant. William F. bought a building from Peter and Sarah Becker on March 1, 
1868. This is where he had his cobbler shop but did not live there. It is the small house next to the pocket park across from the 
stop sign on State route 85 now owned by Rebecca Platel. On April 1, 1864 he bought a house for his family from Helen A. Bates. 
They lived on lower Main Street and the post office was also located in this building. In 1927 Myron & Elizabeth Rivenburg 
bought the house from William S. Rice executor of the estate of William F. Smith deceased. 
 A special thank you to Phyllis Rivenburg Fitzgerald, a RHS member who was able to give us genealogy information on the 
Smith family and the Rensselaerville Cemetery.
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A Military Funeral 
 A military funeral has a ritual but few individuals understand their significance. Military burials in the last few 
years have increased as the Greatest Generation followed by the veterans of the Korean War have been laid to rest. 
More mourners will experience a military funeral as our friends and family members from the Vietnam era age. The 
first thing you notice is a flag draped casket with the blue field of the flag placed at the head of the casket and over 
the left shoulder of the deceased veteran. This custom began during the Napoleonic Wars when bodies were carried 
off the battle field shrouded in a flag. The quiet cemetery will be disturbed by a 21 gun salute, which is a series of 
three volleys shot by seven service members. The number 21 stands for the sum of the year 1776. The military 
service also is characterized by playing of Taps and presenting the folded American flag to the next of kin. As you 
watch the Military Guard meticulously fold the American flag 13 times you may think the thirteen folds symbolize 
the original 13 colonies but each fold has more special meanings. 

1. The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life. 
2. The second fold is signified of our belief in eternal life. 
3. The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the 
veteran departing our ranks, who gave a portion of his or her life 
for the defense of our country to attain peace throughout the 
world. 
4. The fourth fold exemplifies our weaker nature, for as American 
citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as 
well as in time of war for His divine guidance. 
5. The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of 
Stephen Decatur, “Our Country, in design with other countries, 
may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong.” 

6. The sixth fold is for where our heart lies. It is with our heart that we pledge our allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America, and for the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all. 
7. The seventh fold is a tribute to our armed forces, for it is through the armed forces that we protect our country 
and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without our boundaries of our republic. 
8. The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who enters into the valley of death, that we might see the light of day and 
to honor our mother, for whom it flies on Mother’s Day. 
9. The ninth fold is an honor to womanhood for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the 
character of the men and women who have made this country great 
has been molded. 
10. The tenth fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his 
sons and daughters for the defense of our country since the first 
born. 
11. The eleventh fold represents the lower portion of the seal of King 
David and King Solomon and glorifies in the Hebrews eyes, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
12. The twelfth fold represents the emblem of eternity and glorifies, 
in the Christians’ eyes, God the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. 
13. The last fold, when the flag is completely folded, the stars are 
uppermost reminding us of our nation’s motto, “In God We Trust.” 
 After the flag is folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of 
a cocked hat. Reminding us of the soldiers who served under George Washington or the sailors and marines who 
served under Captain John Paul Jones who were followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of 
the United States, preserving for us the rights, privileges and freedoms we enjoy today.
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100 Years Ago 
He Really Took The Reins 

 Jack Richardson, a 24-year-old ranger originally 
from Rockland, Wyoming was arraigned in Albany 
County Court, charged with grand larceny for the theft 
of a horse owned by farmer Darius Lee of 

Rensselaerville. Lee hired 
Richardson to work on his 
farm for one week, at the end 
of which time the farmer was 
to bring the young man back 
to Albany. Richardson alleged 

Lee not only failed to pay him for a week but also 
refused to drive him back to Albany. It was then that 
Richardson mounted Lee’s horse and rode to 
Thompson’s Lake, where he dismounted, placed the 
animal in a pasture and walked to the hamlet of 
Meadowdale in Guilderland, where police arrested him. 

Source: Times Union of Albany, Nov. 17, 1919 

Raising A 
Body 

 The best way to raise the body of a drowned 
person is to take a number of half-gallon jars, fill them 
with unslaked lime (calcium oxide) and water and drop 
them in the river in the place where the body is 
supposed to be. Each will explode with a loud report 
and if the body is anywhere near, it is sure to rise.  

Source: Times Union of Albany (date unknown). 

  

Baby Indian  
Born February 21, 1889 

  This baby Indian came with a 
medicine show and died. The grave 
was marked by a group of plastic 
flowers. There is no stone. The story 
came down from the caretaker of the 
Potter Hollow Cemetery. 
   This item was found in the Historical 
Society blue notebooks. Does anyone 

have any history on this baby or grave and also 
medicine shows in the town of Rensselaerville? 

Did You 
Know? 

Around the Area With 

Roving Reporter 

• That the town of Rensselaerville was named in 
honor of Stephen Van Rensselaer. 

• That Rensselaerville was the first town formed 
from old Watervliet. 

• That Rensselaerville was founded March 3, 1790, 
and included Berne, taken off, March 17, 1790, 
and the westerly part of Westerlo, taken off March 
16, 1815. 

• That there is a fall of 100 feet on the Ten Mile 
Creek, and of 40 feet on Willow Creek. 

• That its early settlers came mostly from New 
England shortly after the Revolution. 

• That Rev. Samuel Fuller, a graduate of 
Dartmouth, was the first minister of the gospel in 
Rensselaerville. 

• That the first house of worship was the 
Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church, organized in 
1792. Samuel Fuller was its first pastor and 
served for 16 years. 

• That the Rev. Samuel Fuller left the Presbyterian 
Church in 1810, and organized Trinity Episcopal 
Church where he was rector for 31 years, 4 
months 

• That Samuel Bouton had 21 children born to him 
in the town. 

• That Daniel Shay, who organized violent attacks 
on Massachusetts government properties for 
economic policies that caused poverty and 
property foreclosures, resided in Rensselaerville 
for a few years around 1795-1800. Historians call 
this uprising Shays’s Rebellion. 

Source: Unknown,  
believed to have been published December 14, 1949
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 This pandemic has forced the RHS to publish the newsletter digitally. A real learning process for all involved. 
Many members save the newsletter so please print it off for future reference. If you received the newsletter 
usually in the mail and have an email address, please send it to us. 
 Our Art Show is scheduled for July 24-August 2. No plans have been made to move the date or cancel it for 
this year at this time. We are still accepting artist names of individuals who would like to submit work. If you are 
a Town of Rensselaerville artist or know of someone who lives or has lived in the town please email us and the 
we will send more information. 
 Several local historical societies are collecting stories of how members have coped and what they experience during 
the Coronavirus 19 pandemic to put in their archives. Please share your experience and thoughts with usand indicate if 
you are willing to have them published in this newsletter. 
 The RHS like everything else in the State of New York has been shut down since mid March. Joyce Chase 
and Rose Kuhar have continued to do research from their home offices. Opening of the mill will be determined 
after the Governor lifts some of the restrictions. Face protections will probably have to be worn by all visitors. 
 We are in a transition but with fundraisers being cancelled membership dues are a critical part of our 
financial survival. Would you please continue to send in your 2020 dues unless you are a life 
member or receive a complimentary copy. Thank You!


